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CHAPTER V.

SHALMANESER  II  TO  ASSHITR-NIKAftt  II.

SHALMANESEK II (859-825 B. C,), who succeed-
ed his father, Asshurnazirpal, continued his policy
without a break, and even extended it. We are
even better instructed concerning his reign, for
more historical material has come down to us from
it. The moat important of his inscriptions is a
beautiful obelisk of black basalt. The upper parts
of the four faces contain beautifully carved figures
of various animals which the king had received
in tribute and as gifts, each illustration being ac-
companied by an epigraph explaining its meaning.
The lower parts bear inscriptions recounting in
chronological order the campaigns of the king.
There are no less than one hundred and nine lines
of compact writing upon this one monument.1
This story of his wars is supplemented by the fine
monolith of the king, containing his portrait in low
relief, covered with one hundred and fifty-six lines
of text4 And this again, in its turn, is supple-

1 Black Obelisk, text published in Layard, Inscriptions in the Cuneiform
Character^ 87-98. It has often been translated in whole or part The
best of the recent translations are by Winckler, JKetlinaekrift. Bibl^ i, pp.
128-]r>l, and by Scheil, Records of tfa Past, New Series, iv, pp. 39, eqq,
the latter with numerous corrections by Sayce.

3 III R 7, 8, translations by Craig, ffebraica, iii, 1887 ; Pciser, K&lw-
trhnft. Mil, vol. i, pp, 130-175; and Scheil, ftecords of the Past, New
SVries,i v, pp, 55, sqq.